Strengthening Your Research
Through Scholarly Research

Boolean Searching
Most advanced searches utilize Boolean Searching:
AND narrows your search

OR expands your search

NOT removes specific terms

Boolean Searching
AND
• Most commonly used
• Results must have all search terms.
• Reduces or narrows your search results

Boolean Searching
OR

• Sometimes used
• Results can have any of the search terms.
• Expands or widens your search results

Boolean Searching
NOT
• Rarely used
• Results with this terms will not appear.
• Specifically cuts certain items out of
your results

Boolean Searching
Try different combinations to get different results.
Water
Metamorphic
Sedimentary
Igneous

Source Genres

Monographs
Monographs are a single book or set of volumes that focus on a particular
scholarly subject or even just a characteristic of that subject.
These academically focused books go in depth, and often have
extensive reference sections and indexes to help you navigate.
They may have one author, but often combine the works of many
authors and employ professional editors.

Because they are so in depth and utilize the expertise of many
people, they can take months to publish.

Periodicals
Periodicals don’t stop at just one. These resources put out a new volume regularly, though some only
publish occasionally. There are three main kinds, each of which have their own place in research:

• Scholarly and Research Periodicals
• Popular Periodicals
• Newspapers
• Magazines

• Trade Periodicals

Scholarly and
Research Periodicals
These will make up the bulk of the resources your research will require as these
are written by experts specifically for researchers, scholars and professionals.
These include Academic Journals, both peer reviewed and otherwise.
• Peer reviewed scholarly journals have people in the appropriate
field - with knowledge of the subject matter - read the articles
before they are published in order to ensure accuracy and
quality. The information in these is likely to be accurate, but you
may wish to verify anything that seems strange before using it.

• Some journals are not peer reviewed. This does not necessarily
make the information in them less valuable, but you may wish to
verify any information you want to use to make sure it is
accurate.

Trade Periodicals
These are more specialized and
include
• Professional Journals
• Trade Journals
• Industry Journals
Often these utilize industry specific
jargon and specialized language.

Popular Periodicals
These can also be useful for research
and include newspapers and magazines.
While these are not peer reviewed, and
do not usually come from an academic
source, they are often full of useful
information and statistics about current
events both local and international,
depending on the scope of the
periodical.

Articles Vs. Editorials
When using popular periodicals in your research, it is important to know the difference between editorials and
articles:

• Articles are written about facts, or about someone else’s opinions and statements. They should
be objective and unbiased, though this is not always the case unfortunately.
• Editorials should be found in their own section and are opinion pieces in which the author
provides their personal views on an issue. While these may contain factual information, it is
possible and likely those facts are provided in a biased manner reflecting the views of the
author.
• The line between news articles and editorials has become
increasingly blurred as news sources have been moving
further away from objective reporting, which makes it
harder to tell the difference between these types
of popular periodical items. It is always a good
idea to confirm the facts when dealing with
newspapers and magazines, and even some
academic journals as well.
• Look for confirmation of any facts you use, but
also see if there have been stories disproving
those facts as well.

Websites
Websites also contain useful information:
•

The information gathered needs to be verified before
use, as websites can be written by anyone, and can
be revised, changed or removed at any time.

•

Consider the source of information on a website,
check their credibility, and make sure what you find
is backed up elsewhere as well.

•

Websites ending in .ORG are often run by
organizations, and can be more trustworthy (if the
organization is legitimate). However, these can also
be purchased by anyone so it is best to double
check who is running the site.

•

Websites ending in .GOV are from government
sources and can be relied on for accurate
information for the most part.

• Similarly, .EDU sites are run by universities and as
long as the university is legitimate the information
is usually trustworthy as well.

EVALUATING YOUR
SOURCES
HOW DO YOU KNOW A SOURCE SHOULD BE USED?

Research the Researcher
Search for information on the author. Look for their credentials and other writing credits.

Check sources such as:
•
•
•
•

Their LinkedIn page
Their résumé, C.V. or university websites for their profile
Other sites/blogs that feature this author's writing
Their own personal websites or blogs

• Is there anything in the news about them being involved
in scandals?

Look at the author’s expertise on the topic at hand.
Check their:
•
•
•
•

Education and degrees
Work experience in the field
Other published works they have written on this topic
Consider possible bias and human error in evaluating all these sources.

Evaluating Sources
Books & Monographs
For books or monographs, look into the publisher
and other author(s):
•
•
•
•
•

Why was the book or monograph published?
What is the main point it is trying to make?
Is it a reputable publisher?
What else have they published?
If there are other authors, what else have they published?
• What are their backgrounds?

Who do you think is the intended audience of this source?

Evaluating Sources:
Academic and Journal Articles
Investigate the journal the article is published in:
• Find its mission statement.

• Find the field the journal is published for.
• Consider the purpose and focus of the journal.
• Does the journal have a particular reputation?

• Check if the journal is peer reviewed?
• Who is responsible for the journal?

Who do you think is the intended
audience of this source?

Evaluating Sources
Popular Periodicals
(Magazines & Newspapers)
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is the theme or scope of the periodical.
What demographic is it aimed at?
Who are the ads in it geared towards?
Is the article in a specific?
Is this periodical biased?
What type of periodical is it?
• News
• Gossip
• Editorial/opinions
• Satire?

Who do you think is the intended
audience of this source?

• Uses humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to uncover people's
stupidity or corruption.
• Mimics reality in order to expose its absurdity.
• Sometimes difficult to spot especially lately.
• Frequently about politics or topical issues.
• Often world leaders are not happy about satire.
• Sometimes mixed into popular periodicals.
• Usually there is a disclaimer or a label.

Example: Onion News such as the Institute for Abnormal Affairs.

Evaluating Sources
Websites
• Check the site to see:
•
•
•
•

Who is responsible for it?
Who are the contributors?
How often is it updated?
Look for this information on the website’s About Page, Mission Statement,
or sometimes even on their Contact Us page.

• Research it on other websites as well:
• What are its bias and accuracy ratings?
• What is its reputation?
• Has it been involved in any major scandals?

Who do you think is the intended audience of this source?

Evaluating Sources
General Questions to Consider:
• When was this document produced?
• Does it feel recent enough, or do you need more recent material as a
supplement?

• Does it present multiple sides to an issue or just one?
• Does this source refer to other sources to support its claims?
• How useful for exploring your topic is the document?

